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LEESTON LEARNERS - Legends in the Making 
 
Ko nga akonga o He Puna Karumata 
He rangatira mo apopo 
 
Thursday 29 May 2025 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

He taonga rongonui te aroha ki te tangata 
Goodwill towards others is a precious treasure 

 

 
 

Teachers from Leeston, Dunsandel, Southbridge and Ellesmere College (Year 7/8) came together last 
Friday for our teacher only day to learn more about the refreshed Mathematics and Statistics curriculum.  
This was the first of four Professional Learning Days offered by the Ministry of Education.  It was a 
wonderful opportunity to collaborate and build a shared understanding of what is changing and why.  We 
looked closely at the new structure, the learning phases, and the shift in language that hopefully helps 
make maths learning clearer and more connected.  While it would be fair to say it was an exhausting day, 
we came away really enthused about how we can begin implementing these changes.  
 
Congratulations to the 25 children who represented Leeston at the Cross Country Zone competition last 
week.  We were incredibly proud of you all, with some fantastic results detailed later in this newsletter – 
tino pai rawa atu! A big thank you to Ms Davison for organising this event, to Bill Whelan, and all our 
parent helpers. 
 
Next week we welcome Murray Overton and Michelle Irving, our evaluation partners from the Education 
Review Office, who will be visiting our school as part of our ongoing evaluation and improvement 
process.  We are looking forward to sharing our learning journey and the wonderful progress our tamariki 
and staff are making.   
 
Enjoy the long week-end! 
 
Nga mihi nui 
Lynda Taylor 
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WELCOME TO LEESTON SCHOOL 

Blake Mercer and Isabella MacKenzie 

ELLESMERE COLLEGE BUSES - No college controlled buses will be running on Friday 30th May due to  
College TOD. 

ASSESSING THE IMPACT OF SCREEN TIME ON CHILDREN’S LANGUAGE, EDUCATIONAL ABILITY, AND 

SOCIAL FUNCTIONING FROM INFANCY TO AGE 8 

● The Ministry of Social Development's report analyses data from over 6,000 children in New 
Zealand’s Growing Up in New Zealand study to explore how screen exposure affects child 
development. 

 
● The findings indicate that higher daily screen exposure between 9 months and 5 years of age is 

associated with less favourable outcomes at ages 5 and 8, including: 
○ Lower language and educational abilities 
○ Increased peer problems (as reported by parents) 

 
● These results support existing national screen time guidelines and provide valuable insights for 

evidence-based policies that promote positive outcomes for children's health and development. 
 

● While this report is two years old, it still serves as a timely reminder about the negative effects 
of excessive screen time on children. 

CAREGIVER UPDATES 
Every child should have brought home a ‘Caregivers and Medical Details Update Sheet’.  Please take a 
couple of minutes to check all details, amend if necessary and return to the school dropbox. 

What to do if something is amiss with the lunches:  Please tell your child to 
come to the office as soon as they notice a problem and advise the office staff as we are often able to 
sort out any wee mix ups immediately. 

 

SCHOLASTIC BOOKS 
Issue 4 of the Scholastic Lucky Book Club is now available. Book 
online with the current issue 
number 4 – www.my book club.scholastic.co.nz. Orders close 
3pm, Thursday 5th June. No late orders please. 

 

 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.msd.govt.nz_documents_about-2Dmsd-2Dand-2Dour-2Dwork_publications-2Dresources_research_assessing-2Dthe-2Dimpact-2Dof-2Dscreen-2Dtime-2Don-2Dchildren-2Ds-2Dlanguage_gath-2Dresearch-2Dreport.pdf&d=DwMF-g&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=paasEAPzxveFdNpZKukuYEm_N-ZvsQDdmk3l7k-_w0w&m=20woH48He-6fOa1gepg7HA_oO8XNipjGpXOoHFt19XxxdzaHzKJTzC-GEKk9o3ms&s=K-KIEDXBXzaaqwEZBXrgVQQ_OcweY-Lr1zurpXXRhqg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.msd.govt.nz_documents_about-2Dmsd-2Dand-2Dour-2Dwork_publications-2Dresources_research_assessing-2Dthe-2Dimpact-2Dof-2Dscreen-2Dtime-2Don-2Dchildren-2Ds-2Dlanguage_gath-2Dresearch-2Dreport.pdf&d=DwMF-g&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=paasEAPzxveFdNpZKukuYEm_N-ZvsQDdmk3l7k-_w0w&m=20woH48He-6fOa1gepg7HA_oO8XNipjGpXOoHFt19XxxdzaHzKJTzC-GEKk9o3ms&s=K-KIEDXBXzaaqwEZBXrgVQQ_OcweY-Lr1zurpXXRhqg&e=
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Your support is helping create a kinder, more inclusive Aotearoa where 

everyone feels safe and unafraid to be themselves.  Pink Shirt Day is so 

much more than just a day – it's a movement. And we're thrilled to 

report that because of your gift of kindness we have donated $283.00 to 

Pink Shirt Day! 
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Zone Cross Country Results 2025 

 

What a fantastic day and an outstanding set of results! A huge thank you to Bill Whelan for his excellent 
work as starter, to Kylie Borisi for her great support with the setup, to Mrs Ley, Mrs Julie and to all the 
wonderful parents who helped marshal or walked down with the teams. Your contributions made the day 
run smoothly and successfully. 

We’re incredibly proud of the entire Leeston team—your effort, enthusiasm, and commitment truly shone 
through. The results are a reflection of your hard work and determination. Well done, everyone! 
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ECO WARRIORS working hard in our school garden 
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COHORT ENTRY – NEW ENTRANT TAMARIKI 

From Term 3, 2025, Leeston School will be introducing Cohort Entry for all new entrant tamariki. 

What is Cohort Entry? 

Cohort Entry is a system where children starting school for the first time (new entrants) begin in 

groups on specific dates throughout the term, rather than individually on or after their 5th 

birthday. This approach supports smoother transitions and stronger connections for both 

tamariki and their whānau. 

Why Cohort Entry? 

This decision was made following consultation with our School Board, current school community, 

and contributing Early Learning Providers. 

We have identified a number of benefits, including: 

- Improved wellbeing and learning outcomes for tamariki 

- More effective and structured transition processes 

- Stronger relationships and communication between parents, whānau, staff, and Early 

Learning Providers 

- Enhanced opportunities for tamariki to build friendships and feel settled by starting 

alongside peers 

 

2025 Cohort Entry Dates 

New 5-year-old students will start school on one of two cohort entry points per term: 

Term 3: 

● Monday 14th July    Monday 18th August 

 

Term 4: 

● Monday 6th October   Monday 10th November 

 

Note: Children must have turned 5 on or before the chosen cohort entry date. 

Example: If your child turns 5 on 30th July, they would begin school on the second Term 3 entry 

date – Monday 18th August. 

If a child is transferring from another school (i.e. they are already enrolled elsewhere), our Cohort 

Entry policy does not apply. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
Refer to our website for further term updates 

 

30 May Whole School Assembly 11.30am 

2 June Kings Birthday - School Closed 

3 June PTA Meeting 7pm 

6 June Whanaungatanga 

12 June Newsletter 

13 June Whole School Assembly 

14 June PTA Food Truck evening 

16 June BOT Meeting 6pm 

18 June Canterbury Cross Country 

20 June Matariki - School Closed 

24 June Speech and Poetry Final 

25 June  Matariki School Evening Celebrations 

26 June  Newsletter 
Waitatari Incentive Day 

27 June Whole School Assembly 
Term 2 finishes at 3pm 

14 July Term 3 Commences 

15 July PTA Meeting 7pm 

17 July Newsletter 
Waiwhio Camp Helpers meeting 3.30pm or 6pm in Room 8 

18 July Whole School Assembly  11.30am 

29 July Cricket for Yr 0 - Year 4 
Learning Conferences 2pm - 7pm 

30 July Learning Conferences 2pm - 7pm 

31 July Newsletter 
Friendly games Leeston vs Southbridge at Leeston 

1 August Whole School Assembly  11.30am 

4 August Parent evening Ideal 6pm 
BOT Meeting 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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Kia ora Busy Bumbles families, 
  

Great news! Bookings are now open for our super-fun Term 2 2025 Holiday 
Programme! 
  
All Holiday Programme overviews can also be found on our website or within the 
various venue booking pages on Enrolmy. 
https://www.busybumbles.co.nz/Holiday-Programmes/ 
https://enrolmy.com/busy-bumbles#/name/%25holiday%25 
 
The Holiday Programme can be booked in the Enrolmy portal, by clicking here 
https://enrolmy.com/busy-bumbles#/name/%25holiday%25 

  
As with all BBs Holiday Programmes, numbers will be limited so please do book in as early as you can, to 
avoid disappointment!  
 
 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__jz1cjsqm.r.us-2Deast-2D1.awstrack.me_L0_https-3A-252F-252Fenrolmy.com-252Fbusy-2Dbumbles-252Ftrack-252F68364997-2D2d50-2D4e63-2Db47d-2D1b8c0a4d820f-253Fgoto-3DWlBwLTZPOGpwTjUxaTl3VnF3WENnbmJJaEJ6SkRiQ2FTcG5MbUVwUzFiRThVakczdVVROTBKR0std0FFOVZ6LWd2ZVVNYy1wTDktRUpRc2JaYl9SNDVNX3hGWDZKc1lwRkJZb0E3RDJ1b2pvMDU4dnpSYjJjWDFQSjRUWXZaSEhlWXJLa0dzZUFWWWpCeUpBaVZEaUl6SnkzSkJJTmN5Vg-3D-3D_1_0100019714214054-2D9542600b-2D0a6d-2D4cff-2Da9e8-2D151c9b91b8e2-2D000000_SqwQ4apQcBWZapzxKdaBiRsAzmk-3D428&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=6lRuU-5zLH3LKICX6s8-SxdwVhEDJAA92QeLIyaPiCY&m=2lq1l5ylwoPhdbZzvK1xlBVBFg6ZtzfOaN40KO7cGqH9ft2-mk_ZYmOCtd3tQ_JO&s=WWQWKfNtF-pOFle-8ByR_iWI_hqEcWYDQ0d67BEsqEw&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__jz1cjsqm.r.us-2Deast-2D1.awstrack.me_L0_https-3A-252F-252Fenrolmy.com-252Fbusy-2Dbumbles-252Ftrack-252F68364997-2D2d50-2D4e63-2Db47d-2D1b8c0a4d820f-253Fgoto-3DV3JIWHFPcDdjTC0yTWw0NzlLYi1uRnpUbl9yLUhQYkFaREJ5N0RURXZTYTJ2c1JtRElLbnRyTDYwS0doTkpwdDdnajFJMU1FTFlqUnhFd2ZaUFMwYmVCSENVVkV0UHV4bjlEbG1FNFVQVUpiOVdsMFh6MHNha0FyX0xDZE1yTkYtUmdxYzVJUzQ1WVlEOTVQbEFEQTZGeS1zR0pYNXM4Zw-3D-3D_1_0100019714214054-2D9542600b-2D0a6d-2D4cff-2Da9e8-2D151c9b91b8e2-2D000000_0NuZ2IIdVqET4hbEesUcU1jqfCA-3D428&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=6lRuU-5zLH3LKICX6s8-SxdwVhEDJAA92QeLIyaPiCY&m=2lq1l5ylwoPhdbZzvK1xlBVBFg6ZtzfOaN40KO7cGqH9ft2-mk_ZYmOCtd3tQ_JO&s=nJ1VfMx_yW1rUXu_dyP8b6gU0TZK37KBvmP-n9Hv7AQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__jz1cjsqm.r.us-2Deast-2D1.awstrack.me_L0_https-3A-252F-252Fenrolmy.com-252Fbusy-2Dbumbles-252Ftrack-252F68364997-2D2d50-2D4e63-2Db47d-2D1b8c0a4d820f-253Fgoto-3DV3JIWHFPcDdjTC0yTWw0NzlLYi1uRnpUbl9yLUhQYkFaREJ5N0RURXZTYTJ2c1JtRElLbnRyTDYwS0doTkpwdDdnajFJMU1FTFlqUnhFd2ZaUFMwYmVCSENVVkV0UHV4bjlEbG1FNFVQVUpiOVdsMFh6MHNha0FyX0xDZE1yTkYtUmdxYzVJUzQ1WVlEOTVQbEFEQTZGeS1zR0pYNXM4Zw-3D-3D_2_0100019714214054-2D9542600b-2D0a6d-2D4cff-2Da9e8-2D151c9b91b8e2-2D000000_QlDmm5iMPIoOlq-2DojeJ-2DSYpMD0A-3D428&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=6lRuU-5zLH3LKICX6s8-SxdwVhEDJAA92QeLIyaPiCY&m=2lq1l5ylwoPhdbZzvK1xlBVBFg6ZtzfOaN40KO7cGqH9ft2-mk_ZYmOCtd3tQ_JO&s=cqnuw4GZ_EIsP4N1uKel7mdV9FdO8scYxq5Qys3XQh4&e=


 - 13 -                                                 

LEESTON CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL, TELEPHONE: 324-3493, FAX: 324-3058 
 

   
 

 
 
 

 


